
April 25, 2023 Council Meeting 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 25 , 2023  in 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:0 0 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. Other 

Council Members present included  Kathy Lawson , Aaron Rawls , Lawrence Mitchell  and Tammy 

Pearson .  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki .  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30  PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37 , Freedom 

of Information Act and upon a motion b y Council Member Lawson  and seconded by Council 

Member Pearson  with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Jones , aye ; Vice Mayor Rawls, 

aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Pearson, 

aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters : (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) Discussion or consideration of the 

investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved, where, if made public 

initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely affected, as 

authorized by Subsection 6.   At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Clos ed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  

A motion was made by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Vice Mayor Rawls with the 

following recorded vote: Mayor Jones , aye ; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; 

Council Member Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye  

Council Member Lawson made a motion to appoint Barbara Shively to the Transportation 

Safety Commission for a 3 -year term ending December 31, 2026.  Council Member Pearson 

seconded the motion with all Co uncil Members voting in favor.  

Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to appoint Michael Greene to the Architectural Review 

Board for 3 -year unexpired term ending March 31, 2026.  Council Member Lawson seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Council Member Pearson made a motion to appoint Khalil Baker to the Citizen Advisory 

Board (West End) for a 2 -year term ending April 30, 2025.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor . 

City Manager Towarnicki explained  that a Council Retreat will be held on May 6, 2023 with 

facilitators from The Berkley Group  at Councilõs request. Towarnicki request ed Council approve 

the work order for this service.  Council Member Lawson made a motion authorizing staff to 

proceed with the work order. Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  
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Mayor Jones called the meeting to order .  Council Member Pearson lead the pledge to the 

American flag and offered invocation. Jones  welcomed everyone to the meeting, stating  printed 

agendas could be found in the back of the room and on the City website for those watching from 

home.   

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the week of May 7 through May 13, 2023 as 

National Correcti onal Officers and Employees Week in the City of Martinsville  ð Council Member 

Mitchell read the proclamation which was presented to Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper. Draper 

thanked Council and acknowledged the work that correctional officers do.  



April 25, 2023 Council Meeting 

 

Hear a  report from a consultant team from the University of Virginia Darden School of 

Business regarding their project to assess affordable financing options for Martinsville citizens 

and businesses  ð There were technical difficulties with the zoom video so Coun cil was not able 

to communicate with representatives from UVA. City Manager Towarnicki summarized the 

PowerPoint report from the Darden School of Business regarding affordable financing options 

for Martinsville citizens and businesses.  



April 25, 2023 Council Meeting 

 

 



April 25, 2023 Council Meeting 

 

 

Hear an update from Martinsville Henry County Coalition for Hea lth and Wellness  ð Sherry 

Vestal, previous coordinator for Henry County School nurses the past 34 years , has taken on 

the role  of Community Outreach Nurse for the Coalition of Health & Wellness.  Council Members 

were given literature while Vestal summarized the Coalition responsibilities, the mission and 

services provided.  

Consider approval of a resolution supporting a òMixed-Use on Main Streetó (MUMS) grant 

application to Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development for gap financing 
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for the renovation project at 16 -18 East Church Street  ð Jeff Sadler, Managing Partner of Burch 

Building, LLC summarized the proposed project and need for the resolutio n. Council Member 

Lawson confirmed that the funds would not come to the City or be disbursed by the City , the 

resolution is required to basically òapproveó the project and grant to move forward. Because the 

project uses Rehab Tax Credits requiring a 5 -year  certificate of occupancy, and if the property 

is resold within 10 -years Burch Building, LLC  would be required to pay those funds back. 

Council Member Pearson questioned why Sadler previously bought the building and then tried 

to resell it for double the i nvestment before he decided on the MUMS grant option. Sadler 

explained that this particular grant was not offered until after the purchase and attempt to sell 

and that he had already invested a considerable amount of personal funds to rehab the building. 

If the grant doesnõt go through, then Sadler said that he would probably have to list the property 

again for resell.  Vice Mayor Rawls said he was not ready to vote on the resolution until he can 

look into it further.  City Manager Towarnicki said it was st affõs recommendation to approve.  

Rawls requested to table the request until the next Council meeting on May 9 .   


